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A Message from Our Pastor
By Pastor Kent Meads

I hope you have had a wonderful Summer and

found time to get away either with your family or
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on a special trip. Our life at FPCB has continued
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of the Study is mostly done. The Team is
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currently waiting for 3 to 5 year plans for the
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various committees of Session. When these are
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where we are in our Mission Study process.
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finalized, they will be collated into our Mission
Study document which will then go to Session

for approval. This document should be in the
Session’s hands this Fall. That is the goal.

This Fall in our new worship services (8:15; 9:30

Contemporary; and 11:00 Traditional) we will

start a new series, Believe: Living the Story of

the Bible to Become Like Jesus. It is similar to
the series we did last year, The Story. The
Believe book will be available for you to

purchase for $10 after services in August and
September. It helps you to come prepared each

Sunday for worship. It will also be one of the
offerings

evenings.

at

Body

&

Soul

on

Wednesday

Thank you for your prayers while I have served
you as your Pastor during the Interim.
Blessings

Pastoral Care Team
By Pastor Linda Galligan

Our church has a Pastoral Care Team who
are

“first

responders”

and

ongoing

care

givers, providing care to individuals of all
ages, and families in times of crisis, transition,

loss, new life, illness or injury and any other
life

challenges,

needs.

We

responding

bring

the

to

immediate

comforting

and

supporting presence of God’s love, together
with spiritual encouragement through prayer

and presence. If you or anyone in your family
needs support, remember we are here for you.

Please contact the church office if you would

like the encouraging prayers and support of
one of our first responders.

Jackie can be

reached at 342-0875 or jgainer@burlpres.org.
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Music Ministries

By The Worship Committee

In response to input from our congregation,

Sounds of Spirit, a new singing group for youth

Committee, our Session voted to begin a

5:00 – 5:45 p.m. (Starts Sept. 14). All music

We

offering to God. We are communities of the

and a recommendation from the Worship

grades 6 and up will meet on Wednesdays at

new worship schedule on Sunday, Sept. 11.

groups of FPCB aim towards excellence as their

services: Chapel at 8:15 a.m., Contemporary

church that enjoy each other’s company,

The Mandarin/Taiwanese worship service

birthdays) and care for one another in times of

worship in a clear variety of styles will offer
more options for our congregation and our
guests.

on expressing their faith through the medium

will

provide

four

distinct

worship

at 9:30 a.m., and Traditional at 11:00 a.m.

celebrate

important

milestones

(such

as

moves to 11:00 a.m. Authentic and inspired

need. Each group regardless of age is focused
of music.

FPCB provides a number of Music Groups for
a variety of experiences:

The Contemporary Worship Team – begins
Wednesday, Sept. 7 at 7:00 p.m. and then

TBD each week thereafter in preparation for
each

service.

Sunday’s

Contemporary

worship

The Chancel Handbells rehearse Thursdays,

at 6:00 p.m., beginning September 8 in the
Handbell

Room.

We

are

seeking

new

members with an ability to read rhythm
notation while the two to four pitches that
are your responsibility can be highlighted.
We play in worship about once every four to
six weeks.

The Chancel Choir rehearses Thursdays at

7:15 p.m., beginning September 8, Sunday

mornings the choir meets at 10:00 a.m. for
the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
The Lighthouse choir for

1st

–

5th

graders will

(starts Sept. 14) and at NEW TIME on Sunday
September 18, 2016.

or through the church office, 342-0875, for
Contemporary

9:30 a.m., beginning

Worship

Team,

Chancel

Handbells, and Sounds of Spirit. Contact Cort
Bender,

cbender@burlpres.org

or

at

the

singers

are

number above for information about Chancel
Choir and Lighthouse.
[All

meet on Wednesdays at 5:00 – 5:45 p.m.
morning from 9:00 –

Contact Alex Bootzin, abootzin@burlpres.org

Parents

of

Lighthouse

encouraged to be engaged with the children’s
choir program.]
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Special Music Programs:
Our

Associate

Music

Women At The Cross Hour
Director,

Cortlandt

By Sara Prusko

Bender, leads a men’s barbershop group, The

ALL WOMEN are welcome

Fault Line Chorus, in two performances in our
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, October

8th,

to this Saturday morning
Bible study! (W.A.T.C.H.)

at

2:00 and 7:00pm. Men interested in this group
are invited to join us beginning October 11th as
we prepare for the Christmas season.

This year’s Interfaith Choral Festival, benefiting
Home & Hope and featuring six church choirs,
will take place on Sunday, October 9th at 5:00
PM, at St. Catherine of Sienna church.

Pastor Beth leads this vibrant & interactive
community of women (of all ages) who love to
delve into the Word of God. So, bring your
Bible and join us: Saturday, September 10th in
the Parlor (across from Kitchen). Newcomers
are always welcome! 8:30-9:30 am - Bible

Our popular Carol Festival, including many of
our music groups, will be offered on Sunday,
December 11, at 4:00pm.

Choral Worship, a Sunday morning service
combines

a

master

choral

work

integrated message, December 18th.

and

an

Christmas Eve is on a Saturday this year, and
there will be three worship services: 4:00 p.m.

Family Blended, 7:00 p.m. New Contemporary
10:00 p.m. Choir, Candles, & Communion.

Sunday mornings on Christmas Day & New

Pastor’s Bible Study
By Pastor Kent

This Fall Pastor Kent will be teaching the
New Testament every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.

in the Fireside Room. This is a relaxed class
atmosphere that will help deepen your faith
with God. Drop ins are welcome!

Year’s Day There will be one worship service
at 10:00 a.m.

Adult Ministries

FPCB outreach to

seniors of our church and community led by

By Pastor Beth

This mid-day program and warm fellowship of

women gather together each Wednesday starting

at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room for spiritual
Women in our

group come from both the church and greater
community.

By Pastor Beth

New Horizons is our

Women Together

refreshment and nourishment.

New Horizons

“See how they love one another.”

This fall Susan Siciliano will be leading the group
through “The Good and the Beautiful God”.

Rev. Walt Johnson and Jean Horstmeyer. This
wonderful group meets every Thursday at
10:00 a.m. in the church’s Fellowship Hall.

They start with coffee and cookies and enjoy

the live piano music played by Esther Colby.

Then you can choose a class, either current
events or Bible study and at noon enjoy a

chef-cooked meal prepared here at the
church by Chef Sonu Sharma!
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Adult Ministries

Faith Seeking Understanding (FSU)
By Ann Darling

Faith

Seeking

Understanding

(FSU),

Saturday Morning Men’s Fellowship (SMMF)
one

By Pastor Henry

An n ual Kickof f
BBQ in Se pt e m b e r

of FPCB’s Sunday morning Adult Education

Location & Time TBA
(details in the Messenger)

classes, has more great teachers and classes
planned for this fall, starting September 11.

At FSU we believe that Christian education

Our regular Saturday meetings will resume on

encourage our members’ growth in a non-

a.m. in the Fireside Room. Join a great group of

exploring the many aspects of how our faith in

conversation, inspiring and relevant speakers,

should be a life-long pursuit and we seek to

September 10. We meet from 8:00 a.m.-9:30

judgmental atmosphere. We are dedicated to

guys

Christ can be lived out in the events, issues

and live music! All men are welcome!

for

doughnuts,

coffee,

genuine

and relationships that we are involved in every
day.
as

We seek to love the Lord with our minds

we

learn

to

better

understand

the

confessions and traditions of the Christian

faith and as we dare to ask difficult questions
in light of the realities of contemporary life.

Anyone of any age is invited to join in this

pursuit. Please come and try it out.
This fall, San Francisco Theological Seminary
Professors Dr. Greg Love and Dr. Eugene Park
will return to teach along with our Pastors and
Mathew Koshy.
Details and topics of FSU
classes are announced in the weekly
Messenger and on the FPCB website.
Ann
Darling
(574-0639) can be contacted for
additional information.

FPCB’s faithful Buildings and Grounds Committee

is working to maintain and beautify our graceful
properties with paint brushes, screw drivers,
and assorted tools of the trade.

Join us for

a work party and use your hands-on gifts to

make a difference for the church. We laugh, get

dusty and dirty, and enjoy morning snacks and
fellowship.
September
questions,

Next

10th

party:

Saturday,

at 9:00 am. All are invited! For

contact

Lowest2@att.net

work

elder

Steve

Lowe:

Children’s Ministries

Sunday Mornings at FPCB for Preschool through 5th Grade
By Tracey Syme, Director of Children’s Ministries

Children’s Ministries is excited to welcome your child back as we begin our new fall Sunday school

classes on September 11. We will be offering Sunday school at both our new worship hours of 9:30 and
11:00 am. Children begin their Sunday morning experience by coming to the first part of the either
worship service in the Sanctuary as we praise and worship God together. The children will hear a message

or be engaged in a way designed just for them during the Family Devotion, before being dismissed to
Sunday school.

We kick off our Sunday morning class on September 11th with a yummy waffle breakfast in CMC 204. We

look forward to seeing everyone as we catch up with each other after the long summer months. Hope to
see you there!
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Childcare

in

the

Rainbow

Room

By Tracey Syme, Director of Children’s Ministries

FPBC provides childcare for infants through 2

years old during the Sunday worship services.
Your child will enjoy a wonderful time with lots
of toys, books, puzzles, playdough, coloring,

and many fun things to do in the activity area.

We have diapers, snacks, everything on hand to
make your child feel comfortable including a

crib for infants who may need a nap. Our
childcare providers have experience in working
with young infants and toddlers. Each worker
has gone through background screening and all

are CPR certified. All parents are given a pager
to contact you in case your child is having a

difficult morning. We look forward to meeting

your child! If you have any questions please feel
free to contact the Childcare Coordinator Julia
Sandoval at jsandoval@burlpres.org.

By Tiffany Teele, Director of Preschool

In September, First Presbyterian Church

Preschool begins its 53rd year, continuing to
teach children ages 2 to 5-years old. At

FPCP we embrace and support each child’s

spiritual, physical, emotional & cognitive

growth and development. We are excited to
introduce
addition

a

to

“Parent

and

afternoon

Me”

class

in

enrichment

opportunities for our older children. Some
of the highlights in our first few months
include: attending chapel with the pastors

of First Presbyterian Church, taking a trip to
the pumpkin patch, participating in Faith in

Action and singing Christmas songs for New
Horizons.

We continue to believe that

children learn best while playing and our
work is child’s play!

FPCB's After School Program (ASP)
By Michelle Salling, Director of ASP

We are a nurturing After School Program for children of all backgrounds and faiths. ASP
begins on August 24, 2016. The ASP program offers a multitude of opportunities for church
members to share any special or practical skills you have to offer our students (e.g., tutoring,
driving, sharing favorite Bible stories, cooking, singing, knitting, science, music, etc.). For more
information regarding ASP, plan a special visit, or explore volunteer opportunities, please contact
the Director, Michelle Salling at 342-0875 ext. 238 or msalling@burlpres.org. or Elder Paula
Crosatto at pcrosatto@mac.com or 347-2855.
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INTRODUCTORY CONFIRMATION GATHERING FOR PARENTS AND TEENS
By Pastor Linda Galligan

Confirmation is an opportunity for high school teens to explore the Christian faith, discovering what it
means to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. During this six month course, students will be

paired with an adult mentor, take part in encouragement meetings, attend a weekend retreat, and
participate in a variety of activities and learning experiences that invite them into life in the Christian
faith.

On Sunday, September 25, we will have an introductory meeting at 12:15 for lunch in CMC 204 for any

interested parents and their student. Because we understand that Confirmation is a big commitment,
the introductory meeting is for any high school student AND one or both of their parents. We want you
to consider if you and your student are ready to make this commitment. Please RSVP by September 18
by

contacting

Jackie

lgalligan@burlpres.org.

Gainer

at

jgainer@burlpres.org

or

Pastor

Linda

Sanford

Galligan

at

Mexico Mission 2016
By Pastor Linda Galligan

The 2016 Mexico Mission trip this July was a success! A team of 26 people built a double-wide house for

a family of seven in need of shelter. Our group traveled each day from our campsite to the work site
where we worked hard at various jobs to complete the house for Ramone, Blancha, and their five children.
We bonded together as a community as we drove down to Mexico, worked together, ate together,
participated in small groups and prayed together. We hope that others will consider joining us next year
for this amazing mission experience.

Attendees: Heather Bootzin, Dan Chiapelone, Carly Elder, Linda Galligan, Danilo Herger, Dennis Hintz,
Judy Kell, Frank Kelly, Karen Malik, Natalie Malik, Nicole Malik, Deep Manral, Mike Mayer, Nancy Minning,
Barbara Moore, Gary Nichols, Amy Papazian, Katie Papazian, Mark Patterson, Jessica Sharma, Sarah
Sharma, Sonu Sharma, Tori Smith, Roger Svoboda, Caroline Trevithick, Nick Vlardi

Before
After
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JAM is the middle school ministry at FPCB. We

ROCK is the First Pres group for High School

saving love with every 6th—8th grader we

listening to speakers, and discussing our

create programs as vehicles to share God’s
encounter.

JAM Wednesday: A weekly program filled with
energetic

games,

interactive

activities,

and

thoughtful discussions all woven together by
God’s story. We make JAM Wednesday the

highlight of every middle school student’s week.
(Wednesdays, 9/7— 12/14)

JAM Fun n’ Friends night: a once-a-month

fun event that creates an exciting venue for
middle school students to connect with old
friends and newcomers.
JAM

Sunday:

intergenerational

Students
worship

participate

and

are

in

then

dismissed for a quirky, interactive look into the
biblical story. Every 1st Sunday all students
remain in the worship service for its entirety in
order to participate in communion.

Mt Hermon: JAM’s fall retreat combines the
adventure

Mountains

and

with

beauty

of

dynamic,

the

Santa

creative

Cruz

teaching

sessions lead by a veteran youth ministry
speaker. Youth can sign up individually or come

as part of the all-church retreat with their
family. (October 14—16)

students. We spend time playing games,
faith.

ROCK Thursdays: This year ROCK will return

to Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30PM. This

Fall we will focus on faith beyond the walls of
the church. Students can expect to participate
in service projects, hear from a wide variety of

adult volunteers living out their faith, and
discuss God’s word in small groups. We will

do all of this in typical ROCK style- while
having fun, singing songs, and being crazy

together. (Thursdays 7:00-8:30 p.m., 8/8—
12/15)

ROCK Sunday: Young teens participate in
intergenerational

worship

and

are

then

dismissed to the Game Room, where they will

be led in a discussion on the Bible. Every 1st
Sunday all teens remain in the worship service
for its entirety in order to participate in
communion.

Mt Hermon: ROCK’s fall retreat at Mount
Hermon is held in conjunction with our all-

church retreat. This year high school students
will break into small groups discussion with

students from Calvary Presbyterian to hear
from

a

speaker,

play

games,

take

on

adventure courses, and grow in community.
Youth can sign up individually or come as part
of the all-church retreat with their family.
JAM & ROCK
2016 Ocean Beach
Bonfire

Carly Elder, Director of Youth Ministries

celder@burlpres.org or 650-342-0875 x234.
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Mount Hermon Retreat October 14 - 16
Come join the fun and spiritual enrichment of our all church retreat at the

beautiful Mount Hermon Conference Center. Each year 200 of us drive

into the mountains for spiritual refreshment in this idyllic setting. If you

have never been, please come! It is the best way to get to know members

and friends of our congregation.

Enjoy stimulating conversation and

presentations in the midst of redwood trees.

Once again Calvary Presbyterian Church and Old First in San Francisco will be joining in the fun! Come
make new friends!

Theme of this year’s retreat is: Being Church in the Digital Age: Connecting with Connected People
How does the church connect with a world that is connected to and through their phones? The Internet,
mobile devices and social media are the central means by which people are developing relationships.
Can Christians develop the tools to reach this population, which includes our very own children? Over
these few days we will look at how we as Christians can better live out our calling in this changed and
changing world. Our individual and corporate ability to harness the power of social connectivity is key
to the future of Christianity. Can we thrive as we engage in this new relational landscape?
Adults are being asked to watch the movie “Chef” in preparation for the retreat.
Copies are available in the church library. Adult speaker Ralph Watkins, comes
highly recommended by last year’s dynamic Rodger Nishioka. Ralph is the
Peachtree Associate Professor of Evangelism and Church Growth at Columbia
Seminary. His work there focuses on building bridges between young adults
and the church in order to develop future leaders for the twenty-first century.
As a scholar, professional photographer, pastor, television host, film maker,

and sought after speaker and workshop leader Dr. Watkins has over 250 publications and conference
presentations to his credit.

Children and Youth: Children and youth coming with a parent are once again free. We underwrite this
event for children and youth, because the experience is so valuable.

Adults: Economy $210 – Standard $270 – Economy $210 - Youth $120
Our children and youth leaders Carly, Tracy, and Julia will all be there to make this an exciting and fun

time for our young people. Youth will get to know youth from the two other congregations. Our staff
will run children’s programs for our children. Calvary and Old First will run separate children’s
programs.

To register online go to our website at www.burlpres.org
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Wednesday Night Feast
“Come Feed Your Body & Soul Starting on Wednesday, September 14”
Come and enjoy our Wednesday Night Feast as we gather with family and friends to feed our bodies and our

souls. We begin with a delicious dinner buffet starting at 5:45 p.m., with special menu options

for children and affordable family rates (The best deal in town for the price!). After dinner we
have a variety of offerings listed below for all different ages. Dinner is $8 for adults, $5 for
children age 7 – 12 (6 and under free); or $20 per family of three or more. Programs:
5:00 - 5:45 p.m. – Choirs for 1st grade through high school
Lighthouse - 1st through 5th grade led by Cort Bender
Sounds of Spirit - 6th grade and up led by Alex Bootzin.
5:45 - 6:30 p.m. – Dinner
Bring your family and enjoy a chef-cooked meal every week by Sonu and Onkar Sharma. Please make your

reservation no later than Monday at 5:00 p.m. by calling Heather at 342-0875 or e-mail at

hthompson@burlpres.org.

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. – Childcare in the Rainbow Room Infants – 2 years old
FPBC provides childcare for infants through 2 years old for all classes. We ask that parents let the childcare

provider know which class you will be attending in case you are needed. You can make a reservation for your
child by calling 48 hours in advanced to the Childcare Hotline at 342-3118 ext. 309.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. – Messy Church for 3 yr. olds through 5th grade
Beginning September 14 we will be offering a new program for 3 year olds- 5th grade. Messy Church will meet

following the Wednesday Night Feast from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in CMC 204. Messy Church will be an informal class

where children will have fun learning Bible stories, singing songs, making messy crafts, doing exciting science
experiments and playing fun games. Parents will be invited to join their kids once a month for some messy

fun! We look forward to seeing all of our young families. This program will be led by Children’s Director Tracey
Syme and Preschool Coordinator Julia Sandoval.

6:30 -7:30 p.m. – Parenting Teens & Pre Teens (start date TBD)
This program led by Dr. Tim Engelmann in CMC 201; will equip parents with helpful tools for parenting.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. – Small Group Discussions
Pastor Kent will lead a group discussion on “Chronicles of Narnia” in the Chapel.

Pastor Beth will lead a group discussion on “Believe” in the Fireside Room.

Pastor Linda will lead a group discussion on “The Good and Beautiful God” in the Parlor

An informal group discussion for parents with infants through 5th grade in the Fellowship Hall.
6:30 - 7:45 p.m. – 6th—8th Grade Fun
JAM Wednesday will be the highlight of every student’s week. Lively games, wacky activities, and meaningful

discussions are all connected by God’s story. This allows students to understand the big picture of God’s love.

For more information contact the Director of Youth Ministries, Carly Elder at celder@burlpres.org.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. – Divorce and Relationship Recovery (DRR)

Are you or someone you know in the midst of a broken relationship, separated from someone or in the
process of a divorce? If so, check out the DRR Group that meets weekly at our church from

7:00 to 9:00p.m in the Upper Room. Please share this information with anyone who might be encouraged by

ongoing support group. More information can be found at: www.meetup.com/DRR-Burlingame or by

contacting Pastor Linda Galligan at lgalligan@burlpres.org.
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Annual Programs 2016-2017

January

1 – Carol Sing in Worship 10:00 a.m.
- Caring Ministry Dinner

11 – Body & Soul Resumes

16 - Interfaith Day of Service Breakfast

- Lunar New Year’s Day (28th) Celebration

August

20 - Annual Choir Retreat (Off Site)
24 – Start After School Program

25 – PS Office re-opens

27 - Simply Spirit Field Trip

28 - Contemporary Worship Pilot

February

Youth Retreat

Confirmation Retreat

4 - Pancake Fundraiser for PS
26 - Annual Meeting

30 – Staff Retreat
September

March

8 – ASP Back to School Night

5 - First Sunday in Lent

7 - Preschool Ministry Brunch
8 - Preschool Orientation

14 – Start Body & Soul

11 - New Sunday Services Begin

1 – Ash Wednesday

8 - Start Lenten Dinners
Women’s Retreat

12 - Pre-School Back-to-School
23-24 Session Retreat
October

April

2 – World Communion Sunday

9 - 15 Holy Week

2 - Health for Honduras Fundraiser

1-8 - Honduras Mission Trip

8 – Fault line Chorus Performances

16 - Easter

14-16 - Mt. Hermon All Church Retreat

25 - Elder-Deacon Dinner, Installation of Elders

30, 31 - Home and Hope

- Choral Master Work with Orchestra

9 - Interfaith Choral Festival @ St. Catherine of Sienna 5 PM

30 - Faith in Action

November

1-13 – Home and Hope

8 - Election Day

20 - Stewardship Sunday

- Afterschool Program Fundraiser

27 - PS Art Show and Family Night
30 - Confirmation Sunday
May

Men’s Retreat

End Body & Soul

19- 26 - Guatemala Mission Trip Depart

20 - Thanksgiving Baskets/ Confirmation Class

21-30 Home and Hope

December

June

7 – Final Body & Soul

4 - Pentecost Carnival

27 – First Sunday in Advent
4-

Advent Faire, Boy Scout Greens

9 – Staff Christmas Party

11 - Carol Festival (4pm)

13 - Orphan Compassion Luncheon

14 - Adopt a Family Dinner

- Christmas Luncheon

18 - Christmas Choral Worship

24 – Christmas Eve Worship – 4:00 , 7:00, & 10:00 pm

25 – Christmas Day Worship – 10:00 a.m.

1–4 Home and Hope

24-30 Dirt Camp

Mexico Mission Trip Auction
Vacation Bible School
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FPCB Library News

FPCB Hospitality Team
By Laura Schmidt

We are a team of bakers and hospitable

By Anita Kvam

Your church library volunteer staff have been

busy, for the past year, getting the library

collection (including many new books and
videos) ready to be checked out with our new
online computer system.

We are happy to

announce that we are very close to being

folks committed to celebrating our lives at

First Pres. If you enjoy sharing your home
baked goods; finger foods and welcoming

others, please consider joining our team for
our events and activities.

Contact Laura

Schmidt at laura@algerkin.org.

completely finished downloading everything.

Gifts and Call Workshop is back!

an item or if there is material on a subject of

Are you spreading yourself too thin? … Do

accomplished

Wednesday night class in the Spring? …

You can now look online to find if we have
your

choice.

this

The

team

includes

15

that

has

different

individuals working at various times through

the year. One important part of the group is

the library volunteers who come faithfully

every second and fourth Monday. They are
the

unsung

heroes

accomplishment.

behind

this

huge

More information will be

forthcoming as we wind down this part of
making your church library more useful for
you and your children.

We will keep you

informed as we put the final touches on the
modernizing of your church library.

By Louise Arata

you think you don’t have time for a
Then the

Gifts & Call workshop is for you!

Simplify your life. Learn to clarify what God
desires for you in this season of your life.

Gifts & Call will help you understand where

you are on your Faith Journey and how God
has equipped you!

Class will meet 6

Wednesday nights in the Spring. Details to
follow in The Messenger. If you have any
question

contact

dlarata@aol.com

or

memertz@comcast.net.

Louise

Martha

Arata

Mertz

at

Page 12

The Spire

First Presbyterian Church of Burlingame
1500 Easton Drive Burlingame, Ca 94010
Phone (650) 342-0875
Fax (650) 340-7198

Find us on Facebook: First Presbyterian Church of Burlingame (BurlPres)
Download our App for your smart phone

Visit us on our website at www.burlpres.org
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